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Self-propelled truck for use in confined spaces
Compact and economical: Hubtex equips platform transporters with new steering mechanism

Providing a perfect platform for heavy and large loads, the self-propelled platform transporter from Hubtex transports machine parts, steel beams, coils, sheet metal, castings and injection moulding tools safely and reliably. The SFB series has now been equipped with a new steering mechanism in the load capacity range up to 25 t. The single wheel steering is supported by a differential drive on the rear axle. Compared to the all-wheel steering available on the market, the new steering mechanism impresses with minimal turning radii and a more cost-effective compact design.

Platform transporters in the SFB series from Hubtex are compact, self-propelled vehicles for indoor and outdoor use that have a large loading area for the transport of bulky, heavy loads. The leading manufacturer of custom-made industrial trucks has now modified the SFB 25 and offers a platform transporter with a load capacity of up to 25 t with single-wheel steering on the front axle, supported by a differential drive on the rear axle. This steering principle was previously used in the RoxX electric heavy-duty compact forklift. It is now being gradually extended to platform transporters with different load-bearing capacity classes. 

In contrast to the standard steering mechanism using an axle and cylinder with a maximum steering angle of 45°, the single-axle steering used on the front axle allows a steering angle of up to 70°. As a result of this increased steering angle, the overall turning radius can be significantly reduced. This means that the platform transporter can also be used in production or storage areas with limited space where manoeuvring is impractical. The SFB 25 offers a cost-effective alternative to trucks with all-wheel steering in the load capacity range up to 25 t. The reduced complexity of the single-axle steering also leads to a significant cost saving. Another positive aspect of the new steering mechanism is the minimal amount of space required in the truck, meaning the designs can be more compact than those for hydraulic steering mechanisms.




Performs well on any surface
The SFB 25 is 2,550 mm long, 1,750 mm wide and 900 mm high and can be ideally adapted to different customer requirements due to its modular design. With a powerful 80-volt drive, the SFB 25 features the unique division of the battery into two trays which contributes towards the compact design. The flexibility to operate on both even and uneven ground is key, which is why Hubtex offers the platform truck with soft elastic tyres. As a result, the SFB 25 is not limited to indoor applications on super flat floors. Instead, transport materials safely and efficiently both inside and outside on uneven surfaces. The self-propelled transport vehicle is operated via cable or radio remote control. This enables the platform transporters to be flawlessly integrated into automated processes, which is crucial as Industry 4.0 continues to transform future production processes.

Further information can be found at https://www.hubtex.com/en/products/platform-transporters-and-rail-mounted-trucks/free-moving-platform-transporters. 
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Captions
1. The SFB 25 platform transporter from Hubtex.

About HUBTEX Maschinenbau GmbH & Co. KG 
Hubtex is the leading international manufacturer of custom-made industrial trucks, sideloaders and special equipment for the transport of long, heavy and bulky goods. The products are designed to enable production and commercial companies to achieve an efficient flow of materials and to allow goods handling in the narrowest of aisles. Hubtex sets itself apart from the competition thanks to its comprehensive advice, global service offering and innovative strength. As a result, the 440-strong company headquartered in Fulda is able to provide the perfect solution for every customer requirement: from basic models to customer-specific and specially developed solutions. 
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Über HUBTEX Maschinenbau GmbH & Co. KG 
Hubtex ist der international führende Hersteller von spezialgefertigten Flurförderzeugen, Seitenstaplern und Sondergeräten für den Transport von langen, schweren und sperrigen Gütern. Ihr Einsatz dient dem effizienten Materialfluss und Warenumschlag bei engsten Gangverhältnissen von Produktions- und Handelsunternehmen. Umfassende Beratung, weltweiter Service und Innovationsstärke zeichnen Hubtex aus. So hat das 420 Mitarbeiter starke Unternehmen mit Hauptsitz in Fulda für jede Kundenanforderung die passende Lösung: von der Basisversion über die kundenspezifische Lösung bis hin zur individuellen Spezialentwicklung. 
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